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Extract  from 

interrogation  of  Hideki  Tojo 

28  January  194& 

p.  1-2 

ft.  On  2°  January  1941.  Mr.  Yosuke  LIXTSUCKA,  who  was  then  Foreign  Minister 

in  the  Japanese  Government,  is  reported  to  have  said  to  the  Diet  in  parti 

•Needless  to  say,  the  aim  of  Japanese  foreign 
policy  is  that  of  enabling  all  nations  of  the 
world  each  to  take  its  own  proper  place  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  Haldco  Iohiu,  the 
ideal  which  inspired  the  foundation  of  our 
%pire.  The  object  of  the  Three-Power  Pact, 
concluded  between  Japan,  Germany,  and  Italy,  on 
September  27  last,  is  none  other  than  the 
realization  of  the  same  great  ideal.. ..»  The 
pact  states  that  Germany  and  Italy,  recognize  and 
respect  the  leadership  of  the  Japanese  in  the 
establishment  of  a  new  order  in  Greater  East 
Asia.* 

^id  you  agree  with  this  at  that  time? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  whether  this  was  spoken  on  the  main  floor  of  the 
House  or  not,  but  I  think  it  is  reasonable.  I  did  agree  with  it 
at  that  time. 

ft.  Did  not  Japan,  by  the  terms  of  the  Three-Power  Pact,  also  recognize 
the  leadership  of  Germany  and  Italy  in  the  Europe^  sphere? 

"1 

A.  Yes.  I  have  explained  before  that  by  the  word  •leadership* ,  it  was 
intended  that  the  one  Power  would  have  the  initiative.  The  language 
of  the  Three-Power  Pact  differs  slightly  from  this  quotation  in  that  the 
words  "position  of  leadership"  are  specifically  mentioned.  One  thing 
I  would  like  to  remind  you  of  -  at  that  time  I  was  not  Premier,  I  was 
only  *ar  Minister  so  I  didn't  have  the  responsibility  for  administration. 

ft.  You  became  Premier  in  October  of  1941,  did  you  not? 

A.  Yes. 

ft.  Did  pot  you  and  the  members  of  your  cabinet,  from  that  time  on,  work 
and  act  in  accordance  with  those  same  principles  stated,  first,  by 
MATSJCKA  and,  secondly  by  the  Tripartite  Pact? 

A.  Yea.  Of  course  we  did. 
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Extract  from 

Interrogation  of  Hidoki  Tojo 
28  January  1946 
P.  3 


Q  Did  not  the  sphere  of  influence  to  bo  allotted  to 
Germany  and  Italy  in  Eutooe  also  include  countries 
they  v'ere  then  at  v/ar  with,  such  as  England? 

A  No.  EnrLvid  nr>  not,  I  believe,  included,  nor  were 
Spain  or  1  v.vtugal  included  in  this  sphere.  I  believe 
that  the  general  matter  of  what  countries  were  to  be 
included  in  the  new  order  in  Europe  and  the  new  order 
in  Asia  was  probably  discussed  between  Japan  and  Ger¬ 
many  based  upon  the  distribution  of  forces  at  that 
time. 

Q  Thon  as  soon  as  countries  v/ere  conquered,  they  wore  to 
be  added  to  this  sphere? 

A  Ye  s . 
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Extract  from 

Interrogation  of  Hideki  Tojo 
28  January  1946 
p.  4-5 


n  Then  both  in  Europe  and  in  Asia  the  sphere  to 
bo  included  in  the  now  order  decreased  or  in¬ 
creased  with  the  military  situation? 

A  That  was  about  the  long  and  short  of  it. 

q  Was  all  of  this  then  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  Kakko  Ichiu? 

A  Yes.  As  T  explained  before,  it  is  a  concept  of 
virtue,  not  a  territorial  concept. 

r  Was  tho  same  concept  of  virtuo  to  be  a  part  of 
the  sphere  to  be  controlled  by  Germany  and  Italy 
in  Europe? 

A  Japan's  interpretation  was ‘that  it  was  to  be 
similar,  with  no  exploitation  or  special 
interests.  In  fact,  in  the  Three-Power  Treaty, 
it  is  expressly  stated  that  each  country  is  to 
have  its  own  place  and  that  thoro  is  to  be  co¬ 
existence  and  co-prosperity  in  both  the  East 
Asiatic  and  European  spheres. 

0  What  reason  was  there  to  believe  that  Germany 

and  Italy  would  have  this  virtuous  understanding 
of  the  new  order  in  Europe? 

A  (Laughter  by  the  witness.)  I  believe  that 
Germany  and  Italy,  both  of  whom  had  been 
exploited  as  a  result  of  defeat  in  'World  War  I, 
had  found  it  necessary  in  order  to  exist  to  sot 
up  a  sphere  within  which  the  various  countries 
could  minister  to  each  other's  needs*  This 
was  c.  concept  within  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"virtue" * 

0  But  this  ministration  was  to  bo  done  under  the 
supervision  of  Germany  and  Italy? 

A  It  was  not  supervision  but  leadership.  Germany 
and  Italy  were  to  have  the  initiative  in  bringing 
about  a  new  order  of  co-existence  and  co-prosperity 
of  all  the  countries  concerned. 
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2 8  January  1946 
p.  4-5  cont 'd 


What  would  happen  if  one  or  more  of  the 
conauored  countries  c*. id  not  wish  to  join  such 
an  order? 

A  I  have  been  speaking  of  tho  treaty  as  it  was 
understood  in  Japan.  When  you  get  c’own  to 
specific  problems  like  that,  I  cannot  answer. 

I  might  say  that  I  believe  that  any  country  is 
not  uninterested  in  its  own  prosperity. 
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